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SUB J : GOG REQUEST FOR TECHNICAL TRAINING IN PETROLEUM AND OTHER 
FIELDS 

REF: GUATEMALA 2038 

1. AT HIS IUNE 24 PRESS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT LAUGERUD TOLD 
REPORTERS THAT THE EXPLOITATION OF THE COUNTRY'S OIL 
RESOURCES REQUIRED GUATEMALA TO HAVE ITS OWN SPECIALIZED 
PERSONNEL. HE PROMISED THAT "WE WILL TRAIN" BOTH CIVILIANS 
AND MILITARY MEN IN PETROCHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY, AND ADDED 
THAT GUATEMALA WOULD "TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ANY GRANTS WHICH 
MIGHT BE PROPOSED." 

2. DURING LABOR ATTACHE'S FAREWELL CALL ON ACTING MINISTER 
OF LABOR JUNE 26, ACTING MINISTER FOLLOWED UP THE 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS, AND REITERATED HIS APRIL REQUEST 
(REFTEL) FOR USG ASSISTANCE IN MAKING ARRANGEMENTS AND 
SHARING COSTS FOR TRAINING TECHNICIANS IN PETROLEUM AND 
SUGAR REFINING INDUSTRIES. EMBOFFS SAID MINISTRY'S 
REQUEST HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF DEPARTMENT AND 
EMBASSY WOULD INFORM HIM OF DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS AS SOON AS 
WE RECEIVED THEM. 

3. MISSION CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT GOG REQUEST 
PROVIDES USG WITH IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE INTERESTS 
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OF BOTH COUNTRIES - PARTICULARLY IN PETROLEUM FIELD. 
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